Swiss development cooperation in Southern Africa by unknown
Stability and the reduction of discrimination and in-
equalities are important development targets for the 
years to come.
Switzerland’s support 
Swiss support to the region started in 1994 in South 
Africa and has since developed into a regional pro-
gramme covering all 15 SADC member states. The 
SDC cooperation office in Pretoria works in close 
collaboration with the Swiss embassies in Pretoria 
and Harare, and with the State Secretariat for Eco-
nomic Affairs SECO. In line with SADC priorities, the 
areas of intervention of Switzerland’s 2013-2016 de-
velopment strategy are food security and HIV/AIDS. 
In Zimbabwe, special activities in the areas of water 
supplies and sanitation, as well as the protection of 
vulnerable groups have been developed in the wake 
of the humanitarian crisis in 2008. In South Africa, 
the SDC and SECO are operating a programme fo-
cusing on climate change and energy efficiency.
Food security: improved seed for a better 
livelihood
Switzerland is supporting smallholder farmers with 
several projects focusing on harmonising seed laws 
to facilitate cross-border exchanges, better access to 
markets, improved seed quality, reduced post-har-
vest losses and adaptation to climate change. This 
support strengthens the capacity of farmers to deal 
with natural disasters and food crisis as well as to 
participate in the development of new policies. 
The SDC supports the development of improved 
open pollinating maize varieties, and with the in-
creased availability of high-quality seed, contributes 
to ensuring better access to safe and adequate food. 
In 2013, SADC member states certified and released 
more improved maize varieties than ever before: DR 
Congo (3 varieties), Malawi (9), Zambia (10), and 
Zimbabwe (3). The utilisation of improved maize va-
rieties has increased between 2.5% and 30% in the 
last three seasons in South Africa, Lesotho, Botswa-
Switzerland’s support to the region of South-
ern Africa covers the 15 member countries of 
the Southern African Development Communi-
ty (SADC). It focuses on food security with cli-
mate change dimensions and HIV/AIDS in the 
whole region, and on humanitarian assistance 
in Zimbabwe - three important dimensions for 
poverty reduction. For the implementation of 
its projects, Switzerland works with regional 
partners in order to foster regional dynamics 
and ownership and to promote the sustainable 
development of these countries.
Context 
After decades of conflict, the region of Southern 
Africa has become politically more stable, with so-
cio-economic indicators showing an upward trend. 
However, inequalities remain very pronounced 
which fuels violence and insecurity and leaves co-
horts of vulnerable people struggling to survive in a 
difficult environment aggravated by climate change 
and the HIV/AIDS epidemic. Improving governance 
remains one of the big challenges, particularly in 
countries rich in natural resources. Several SADC 
countries are showing symptoms of state fragility. 
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resources, mainly by promoting a stronger voice for 
civil society. Gender: Swiss support focuses on the 
role of women farmers and on their specific tasks, 
needs and responsibilities. In the area of HIV/AIDS, 
Switzerland strives to improve the response to the 
needs of women and girls, who are considered to be 
the most vulnerable social group.
Partners
 › Swiss NGOs: Swiss Aids Care International, Swiss-
contact, Pro Helvetia
 › SADC Secretariat (Gaborone/Botswana)
 › Relevant ministries of SADC member countries 
 › International, national, local NGOs: Southern Af-
rica Aids Trust, Media in Education Trust Africa, 
Regional Psychosocial Support Initiative, GRM In-
ternational, International Centre for the Improve-
ment of Maize and Wheat-CIMMYT, and others
 › International organisations: UNICEF, United Na-
tions Population Fund (UNPFA), World Food Pro-
gram (WFP), ICRC, IOM, African Development 
Bank (ADB)
Budget 2014 by theme and source of funding 
(CHF million) 
SDC: Development Cooperation 22.4
SDC: Humanitarian Aid 9.3
SECO: Economic Cooperation 15.0
Total  46.7
na, Swaziland and the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC). 
HIV/AIDS: prevention, care and support to 
reduce vulnerabilities
Focusing on prevention activities with regional part-
ners, Switzerland helps to develop new health policies 
to address the needs of adolescents and children and 
to improve knowledge on the HIV/AIDS epidemic and 
on sexual and reproductive health. It is also engaged 
in increasing access for these young people to psy-
chosocial and material care and specific treatment.
In Zimbabwe there has been a notable reduction in 
the incidence of sexually transmitted infections in 
project areas to which HIV counselling and diagnosis 
have been assigned, achieving a 65% reduction in 
2012. In the same period, 3'800 HIV-positive preg-
nant women enjoyed improved maternal health as a 
result of the medication received before, during and 
after birth. The medication has prevented onward 
HIV transmission to babies.
Humanitarian aid: protection for displaced 
persons in Zimbabwe
Switzerland is maintaining a humanitarian engage-
ment in the whole region, responding to emergen-
cies and providing basic needs in the wake of man-
made or natural disasters. In Mozambique, Malawi, 
Madagascar and Lesotho, victims of drought and/or 
flooding have received food aid. In Zimbabwe, Swit-
zerland has financed activities to protect displaced 
persons and improve access to water and sanitation. 
Multilateral cooperation
Switzerland supports the activities of UNICEF (child 
protection, water and sanitation), WFP (food securi-
ty), UNFPA (HIV and AIDS prevention), ICRC and IOM 
(protection of vulnerable groups).  
Transversal themes: governance and gender
Governance: Switzerland aims to enhance the equi-
table and accountable allocation and use of public 
Facts and Figures (SADC region as a whole)  
(Source: World Bank’s World Development Indicators 2013)
Surface area  9.87 million km2
Population (estim. 2013)     296 million
Population growth (avg. 2001–2011)    2.60%
Life Expectancy (2009)    55.1 years
Adult literacy rate (female / male)  80.2 / 76.0%
Part of the population living on less than 1USD / day  50%
Women farmers in their maize field 
planted with improved seed
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Elder women of the HIV/AIDS Commu-
nity Support Organisation in Lesotho
Young members of the HIV/AIDS 
Community Support Organisation in 
Lesotho
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